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These are the members of the Sunday school of the Trinity Reformed 

Church of El Monte, California, who through a Palm Sunday offering gave 

five hundred “Good News”—illustrated copies of Luke’s Gospel—and a 

thousand Gospels of John to the patients in four hospitals in the Los 
Angeles area on Easter Sunday 


ou have been wearing the uniform of the Armed 

Services of the United States. Now you are returning 
to civilian life. You return, many of you subject to recall, 
some of you bearing evidence of the sacrifices you have 
made. All of you look back upon the experiences you have 
shared with your comrades and now look forward to 
civilian life which has been interrupted. 

As you return, the American Bible Society, especially 
those of us who have served in the Armed Forces, remind 
you that there is one thing that can hold us together as 
Christians—the one thing that we all had in common, 
whatever our arm of service or our rank or our unit or our 
theater of action. I remind you that all of us had Testa- 
ments. The Government itself, your own Churches, the 
American Bible Society and other Scripture-distributing 
agencies made it possible for every one of us who desired 
it, to have his own Service ‘Testament. 

Let this be the tie that binds our military experience 
together as Christians. 

We are not suggesting a new military or veterans’ or- 
ganization. We are suggesting something deeper and more 
vital than that—a fellowship, a Brotherhood of the Book. 
Will you join us in that brotherhood? 

There will be three classes of members to begin with, 
all united by the Book. 

There will be those who merely had a Testament. 
They may have peeked into its pages at long intervals, 
they may have decided it was not worth its weight in 
their pockets or barracks bags; but they opened it oc- 
casionally, and because they did, they are eligible for the 
comradeship of all who had a ‘Testament—perhaps as a 
charm or as a reminder of one’s better self. For them, in 
the Brotherhood of the Book there is opportunity for 
advancement.— Welcome! 

Then there is a small but very important class of men 
and women who, in their military experience, have sud- 
cenly and dramatically come upon the value of the Bible 
as a source of power and strength. The Bible Society has 
many letters telling of the ministry of the Book in almost 
theatrical settings. Two soldiers keep each other awake 
and alive by reading from a Testament in their foxhole; a 
Christian lad reads in a raft adrift on the Pacific, and the 
miraculous happens; a flier leafs through his Testament in 
the high flight of his bomber and is suddenly calm in his 
soul; a sailor on his lonely watch finds ancient words for 
his present predicament, the darkness breaks and light 
rushes in from these pages. 
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GOD: GO WIE YOu 


This am (a ae a tel 


j The American Bible Society supplies Scriptures of 
i all types and in many languages to service men. 
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The Brotherhood of the Book 


The Chaplains and other ex-service men and women now serving in the Bible Socier 
have prepared this statement, available in leaflet form for their comrades in servi 
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Let no one minimize the sudden and life-changing ex 
periences which some of us have had while reading ou 
Testaments in strange places and with startling result} 
Those of you who know what we mean, come on in—joi 
with us in the Brotherhood of the Book! You, too, are 0 
to a good start; and because you know what the Bible ca} 
do for you in emergencies, you will continue to read } 
and apply it to the ordinary days of civilian life. 

Now we come to the thousands who have been regul 
readers of their Testaments during the long years ¢ 
military service. You are the charter members and thi 
continuing hope of this fellowship of which we writ 
You may have read the Testament in covenant with you) 
mother or wife. You may have continued a lifelong pra 
tice. You may have begun to read the Testament daily i) 
response to the Bible Reading Program suggested eac 
year by the American Bible Society. But you are th 
“regulars” in a world of changing fashions and fads iy 
Bible reading. We have seen you reading in hospitals; w} 
have found your Testament near by on your desks; w# 
have seen the ““book-bulge” in your pocket as you move 
into line. Some of your comrades we have buried. W! 
have watched the Graves Registration men tenderly ti¢ 
up their Testaments among the few simple personal effect 
carried in their pockets. We have been one with youl 
reading in fellowship with our distant families the same 
passage each day from our Bible Society Testaments, whild 
we were absent one from another. To you we want to say) 
let’s loyally continue the living Brotherhood of the Book} 

How can alf of us do this? Well, as we said in the be} 
ginning, we are not going to start a new organization fo+ 
veterans. But we can do several things: (1) The Brother? 
of the Book can continue or begin to read the Bible 
regularly and to apply its evident teachings to our livest 
(2) We can encourage others to read their Bibles; you will 
be surprised how much influence your opinion has. (Try 
suggesting to your younger brother or sister, or to some 
close friend, the daily reading of the Bible. The resulté 
will be encouraging.) (3) We can interest ourselves ir 
sharing the Bible with those who do not have it in our 
own neighborhood and in the world neighborhood. Talli 
it over with your pastor; your church doubtless has suck 
a program or supports the work of the American Bible 
Society to accomplish this important mission. | 

These things we can do—and thus further strengther 
the warm bonds which bind us together in the Brother: 
hood of the Book. 
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WHE Communist 
prisoners of war 
in South Korea are 
not by any means 
the most forlorn and 
needy of the citizens 
of that pitiable land. 
They are getting 
American food, 
American medical 
attention, respect- 
able living quarters 
and many other con- 
siderations that go 
‘with the Western 
world’s estimates of 
the worth and dignity of the individual. The Army’s 
‘quartermaster corps, engineers and medical staff are 
ever alert to their bodily well being. 


Nor are their souls forgotten. Writes one chaplain 
‘in commenting on the frame of mind characteristic of 


these prisoners: ‘“They are ready to listen, and we 


have something to give them in the Scriptures.” He 


continues: 
“With that in mind, you will be glad to hear, I 


Korean P.O.W. Bible Institute members hold up their copies of the Four 
Gospels and The Acts, which are the basis of their study. The older men in 
the back are the faculty. The base of the tent 1s made of empty. sardine cans 


We Have Something to Give Them 


A Gospel Ministry of Unlimited Possibilities is presenting itself among the Prisoners of War in Korea. 
“The following paragraphs and accompanying pictures present some glimpses that should challenge 
every reader’s interest and support 


The sessions begin at 

7 A.M. and continue 

until 11. We now 

have 822 enrolled in 

the Bible correspond- 
ence course: 

**Now, all these fel- 
lows are deeply 
grateful to the Bible 
Society for the gifts 
of Scriptures. We do 
not have New Testa- 
ments enough to go 
round; we give fifty 
or more copies to 
each church, and the 

members go to the church to read them. Old ‘Testa- 
ments, of course, are precious beyond words. In one 
compound of ten thousand men, with: about 200 
Christians or more, we had one Old ‘Testament— 
that is, one whole Bible with the Old Testament. 
Quite a few copies of the Four Gospels and Acts have 
been coming through from you, but I hope we can 
get a supply of Old Testaments before long. 

“Out of gratitude to you the students of the Bible 


‘know, that we have started a Bible institute here. Institute made a shield for you, inscribed 


When it was first announced we had 400 applicants, THANKSGIVING 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Korea P.O.W. BIBLE 
INSTITUTE 
On the other side of the shield the wording is in 


Korean. Today, when I visited them they had a very 
99 


but because of a lack of space a series of elimination 
‘examinations were given, to bring the number down 
to 38: Since then we’ve opened eleven more, with a 
total of over 250 students. The curriculum is Mat- 
‘thew, Acts, hymns, English and physical training. 
‘BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 
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With the English side of the shield are grouped some of 
the types of Scriptures used for Korean P.O.W.’s 


formal ceremony in presenting it to me to send to 
you. I took it right down to the post office and had it 
weighed in order to send it to you air mail. It doesn’t 
look too artistic, but the sentiments behind it are 
precious, and moreover, it was made out of discarded 
dried-egg and fish cans.” 

This token of thanks from the Communist prisoners 
of war in Korea is prophetic of the possibilities of 
Scripture distribution and strengthening of the cause 
of Christ in the Korea that is to be reborn. Korea, be- 
fore hostilities began in 1950, was rapidly returning 
to her former condition as one of the most promising 


Chaplain Harold Voelkel, assisted by a Korean pastor, 
ministering to. a North Korean prisoner o 
P.O.W. enclosure in Rorea 


war ata 


a 
i. 


A closer view of the shield, showing the inscription 
in Korean 


of all mission lands. Churches were multiplying, anc 
the former custom of training lay workers in Bible 
institutes held in the principal cities was being re- 
established. Pyongyang, the capital of North Korea. 
was one of the strongest Christian centers in the coun- 
try. The conscripts in the North Korean armies are 
not necessarily Communists. Many of them, ne 
doubt, are Christians or have been exposed to the 
Gospel. ‘Their study of the Bible during theirimprison- 
ment will help reestablish the churches when libera- 
tion returns. The chaplain was certainly right when 
he wrote, ‘‘We have something to give them.” 


Secretary Cropp Displays the P.O.W. Shield to Robert W. 
Bryan, President of the International Society of Christian 
Endeavor, at their 41st Convention at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan in July 


) 
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They Waited Five Years 


or BY SRL MERE L 2aRRIDELL 


Fa MORE than a half century the progress of 
A Christian missions has been most promising in 
the Philippine Islands. Among the problems that 
confronted the early missionaries was what was often 
referred to in those days as “the curse of Babel,” 


Missionary Dean Kirkwood selling Panayan Bibles at 
the Baptist Mission in Iloilo 


meaning the tribulations of producing the Scriptures 
in so many tongues as were found in the Islands, 
where the rules of spelling and grammar were so 
undeterm#hed that it made practically every transla- 
tion more or less tentative. 

However, phenomenal progress was made. By 
1920 there were whole Bibles in seven of the lan- 
ages. Today this is true of eight, while eight more 
have had Gospel portions published in them. 

One of the whole Bibles done in those early days 
as in the Visayan dialect of the Panayan tongue, 
poken by about a million people living in the Islands 
of Panay and Occidental Negros. The first Bible ap- 
peared in 1912 and a corrected text in 1925. 

But, just as in many other fields, the missionaries 
sing the Panayan Bible and their native associates 
ere continually finding new and better words and 
phrases for their translation. Accordingly, a revision 
ommittee was appointed, which shortly before the 
Second World War was making good progress on a 
completely revised text. The New Testament had 
been finished and new plates were made. When the 
ar came with all its fury upon the Islands, the work 
bn the Old Testament was in final manuscript form. 
Then came February 1945, when the Manila Bible 
Jouse was severely damaged and burned. Part of 
the new plates for the Revised Panayan New Testa- 
tment were destroyed, which was calamity enough; 
but the loss of every copy of the revised Old Testa- 
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ment manuscript was far worse. Of this manuscript 
one copy was burned in the Bible House and the 
other two at Central Philippine College at Iloilo. 
All of this represented nearly three years’ work by 
a committee of five men. 

As for the New Testament, the American Bible 
Society tried in vain to match the type of the New 
Testament plates which remained. After many 
months the entire New Testament was done over 
again. Copies of this New Testament finally came 
for proofreading and were returned to New York 
with corrections. 

Meanwhile the years had gone by—five of them— 
in which there had been no Panayan Bibles or Testa- 
ments for the reviving churches. In New York the 
Revised New Testament was bound with the un- 
revised Old Testament, and here let Secretary Fonger 
of the Manila Bible House take up the story. He says 
in his annual report for 1950, ‘‘We received from New 
York on October 13 a shipment of 10,000 Panayan 
Bibles. When we closed our books on October 31 
(the end of the fiscal year for the Society’s Manila 
Agency) we had shipped out over 6,100 of these. For 
months the orders had been on file. They had come. 
from all parts of the language area. There were 
many orders for one each, and several for hundreds 
each;...and... we have already received repeat 
orders from several of those who ordered a hundred 
or more at the beginning.” 

On Feb. 8, 1951 Rev. Ralph L. George, mission 
secretary of the Baptist work in the Philippines, 
wrote: 

One of the most interesting things in my work since 
returning has been the distribution of the new Visayan 
Bibles and New Testaments, which arrived while I was 
in the States. As I told you in the last letter, we have had 
no dialect Bible in our mission field since the war and 
have been waiting patiently for more than four years. Of 
course we have had English Bibles, but even those who 
know English best like to compare the Scriptures in the 
language they learned first. In the three months since the 
new Bibles arrived more than 2,200 have been sold to our 
church members and friends. Seldom does a day pass 
when people do not come to me to buy Bibles, and I have 
made some trips to churches to sell them. This is a good 
time of the year, as it is shortly after harvest, and many 
people have more money than they have at any other 
time of the year. Even so, there are many who cannot 
afford the $1.50 for a Bible or even the fifty cents for a 
New Testament. One interesting thing to note is that very 
few people will buy a New Testament unless they also 
have a complete Bible. They often ask for the Holy Bible, 
meaning the whole Bible, not just the New Testament. I 
have not learned what is behind this idea, but it is very 
prevalent among the barrio or country people. 

Continued on page 111 
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“Pray Hard—The Stakes Are Great’’ 


ECRETARY Cropp recently received from his for- 
mer seminary classmate, now Chaplain Harold 
Voelkel, serving with the United Nations Forces in 
Korea, the following letter, in which he uses the 
familiar nickname by which he has addressed his old 
friend since student days. He writes: 


Dear Fritz: Yesterday I had an experience I'll never 
forget. The P.O.W.’s of one of the compounds invited me 
to daybreak prayers. I got there by six and found 10,000 
men who had gathered voluntarily to sing and pray. They 
were divided into six battalions of about 1,500 each, led 
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in hymns by the Christians, who held big sheets of paper 
with the hymns written on them. They’ve been gather- 
ing that way for about a month. I trust it’s genuine 
revival. May God grant them a rich Christian expe- 
rience that will send them back to their villages tc 
live and witness for Christ. Pray hard, Fritz; the stakes 
are great. 


With the Spirit moving with such power among 
these young men it is imperative that the supply of 
Scriptures made possible through the American Bible 
Society should not run out. 


General Ridgway Carries On 


N Apri 26, 1951 Secretary North wrote Lt. Gen- 
O eral Matthew B. Ridgway, who had just taken 
over command of the Far East forces, as follows: 


In view of the changes which have taken place in SCAP, 
I think it would not be improper for me to say to you in 
behalf of the American Bible Society why we have ap- 
preciated all that Chaplain Ivan L. Bennett has done to 
render spiritual aid both to the men in service and to the 
needy native populations in Japan and in Korea. 

We have here been profoundly grateful for the realiza- 
tion by him and by General MacArthur of the fact that 
new spiritual and moral foundations needed to be laid 
within these two badly shaken countries, and we have 
appreciated the cooperation which Chaplain Bennett has 
given to us in our efforts to supply Holy Scriptures as 
essential in the laying of that foundation. Under the 
existing conditions it would be almost impossible for us 
to supply Korean pastors and people with the Scriptures if 
it were not for the aid of the chaplains. 

With deep appreciation of the difficulty and the im- 
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portance of the task which you face and with prayers that 
God may guide you in it, I am, faithfully yours, 


In Reply General Ridgway wrote Secretary North 
on May 17: 


It gives me great satisfaction to learn from your letter 
of April 26 that the chaplains of this Command, under the 
direction of Chaplain Ivan L. Bennett, have cooperated 
so closely and wholeheartedly in making it possible for 
you to carry on the distribution of the Holy Scriptures in 
Japan and Korea. 

One of the fundamental objectives of the enemy here 
in the Far East, as elsewhere in the world, is to secure the 
control of men’s minds and souls. In any such struggle, 
the spiritual stamina and resources of our own troops and 
the people of Japan and Korea are even more important 
than physical strength or military power. I believe that 
spiritual strength comes from Divine guidance. 

I am confident that the chaplains of this Command will 
continue to carry on the spiritual task which they have 
performed and are performing so well. 
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tures at or below cost, pass 


recover all or part of the orig- 


Flow Home Missionaries May Secure Scriptures 


Readers of the Bible Society Record may help by passing this and the following three pages on 


to Home Missions workers they may know 


If a denominational Board of Home Missions de- 
sires Scriptures for ‘its missionary work, its executive 


should write to The Secretaries, American Bible 


Society, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
There are several methods of providing Scriptures. 
The principle of sale is a 

time-tested method of distribu- 

tion. A Board may purchase 

American Bible Society Scrip- 


them on to the missionaries and 


The BIBLE © 
BIBLELESS 
AMERICANS 


men and women who are aware of Scripture needs 
about them and are vitally concerned about making 
Christ known through the Bible. This describes one 
of the tasks of every missionary. 

A missionary may meet the Bible Society Secretary 
at a denominational gathering 
or in a missionary conference, 
or he may write the Secretary 
at his office; in either case, to 
volunteer to become a distribu- 
tor. 

Here the processes are lim- 


inal cost. 
In some cases a partial grant 


“may be made by the Bible 


Society, and payment may be 


“made as the budget of the 


Board permits. 

It is possible also for Head- 
quarters Secretaries of Mission 
Boards to secure Scriptures 
from the Bible Society Head- 


eA Brief Statement of ihe Place 
of Bible Distribution and Use in the Home 
Mission Field, and 


Suggestions for Closer Service 
Relations Between the American Bible 
Society and the Home Mission Programs 
of the Several American Denominational 

and Interdenominational Agencies 


ited by the ability of the field 
to purchase the Scriptures and 
by the size of the Bible So- 
ciety’s budget. Allowances are 
made for the costs involved in 
distribution. Partial grants of 
Books can sometimes be se- 
cured. But in every case the 
local Bible Society Secretary 
will take a personal interest in 


_quarters”as outright grants on 


each request for aid from the 


what is called the ‘‘Returns 
from Scriptures Donated” ba- 
sis; i.e., a grant of Scriptures 
is made, and the Board concerned in turn sends 
these out as they are needed by their missionary 


workers. The workers in turn sell the Scriptures to 


‘individuals desiring them. This can be for the full 


cost of the volume, or for part.of the cost, or free 


where there is no ability on the part of the recipient 


to pay. The funds collected can then be routed back 
to the Bible Society through the Board Office which 
originally requested the grant. Any such returns are 
not mingled with the gift or general funds of the 
Society but are used to supply additional Scriptures. 

‘If a missionary desires and if it is permitted by 
his Board or supervisor, he may wish to work directly 
with the nearest Secretary of the American Bible 


Society. (See Directory on page 106.) Each District 
and Division Secretary has a modest annual budget 


for underwriting the costs of Scripture distribution. 
These Secretaries are continually seeking distributors, 
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The cover of a brochure that is available for use 
by Home Mission workers 


field. Here again the sales of 
Scriptures at full catalogue 
value make the money re- 
ceived available again for grants and wider dis- 
tribution elsewhere. 

Furthermore, the District or Division Secretary is 
a specialist in. methods of Scripture distribution. 
He will be able to strengthen the missionary pro- 
gram in any given area. He has experience in 
the type of distribution best suited to certain situ- 
ations. 

Whatever method of securing Scriptures from the 
American Bible Society is followed, .the 
for a full program throughout all of America is 


need 


urgent. 

To effect such a full program the Churches of 
America and Christian individuals have as their 
agency the American Bible Society. ‘The Society in 
turn will continue to supply Scriptures as long as 
adequate financial support of its work is main- 
tained. 
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Directory of the 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
IN THE UNITED STATES 


Headquarters 
450 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 


Chicago Office 
35 EAST WACKER DRIVE, CHICAGO 1, ILL. 


* 


Districts 
EASTERN—New York, Connecticut ATLANTIC—Pennsylvania, Delaware, New Jersey 
116 South Salina St., Syracuse 2, N. Y. 701 Walnut St., Philadelphia 6, Pa. 
MARYLAND—Maryland and District of Columbia SOUTH ATLANTIC—Va., W. Va., No. Carolina 
9 East Franklin St., Baltimore 2, Md. Central Nat. Bank Bldg., Richmond 19, Va. 
SOUTHERN—Ga., S. Car., Fla., Tenn., Ala., Miss. . CENTRAL—Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Kentucky 
85 Walton St., Atlanta 3, Ga. 123 East 6th Street, Cincinnati 2, Ohio 
NORTHWESTERN—IIL, Iowa, Mo., Wis., Minn., SOUTHWESTERN—Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, 
N. Dak., S. Dak. Louisiana 
47 South 9th St., Minneapolis 2, Minn. 2233 Bryan St., Dallas 4, Tex. 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN—Colorado, Neb., Kan., .PACIFIC—Northern California, Washington, Ore., 
Utah, Wyo., Mont., Idaho, N. Mex., Ariz. Nevada, Alaska, Hawaii 
1445 Glenarm Place, Denver 2, Colo. 224 McAllister St., San Francisco 2, Calif. 


Southern California—$25 Ramona Street, Pasadena 1, Calif. 


Divisions 
ATLANTA—Georgia, South Carolina, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee—56 Gammon Ave., S. E., 
Atlanta, Ga. 


RICHMOND—North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, District of Columbia, Maryland—St. Luke Bldg., 
902 St. James St., Richmond 20, Va. 


CLEVELAND-— Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, 
Kentucky—5424 Woodland Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio 


DALLAS—Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas—2516 Thomas Ave., Dallas 4, Texas 


* 


Field Offices 
4956 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 39, Pa. 310 No. Ervay Street, Dallas 1, Texas 
1504 Arrott Bldg., Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 539 Washington Bldg., 1435 G Street, N.W., 


Washington 5, D. C. 
* 
Depositories—To Which Orders for Scriptures Should Be Sent 
New York City 22—Bible House, 450 Park Ave..... New York, New Jersey, Penna., Del., Maryland, D. C., Virginia, W. Va. 
Ailanta 3, Georgia—85 Walton St............... No. Carolina, So. Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Tenn., Alabama, Mississippi 
Chicago 1; Illinois—35 E. Wacker Drive... .. Colorado, New Mexico, Mont., Idaho, Wyo., Utah, Ariz., Ohio, Ky., Ind., Ill., 
Iowa, Mo., Mich., Wis., Minn., N. Dak., S. Dak., Neb., Kan. 


PEYVEI SILECL syne sisratls rule, 510.0%. ale ofee MeN uNG EMCO MTE NT LUND ae ter AAS aie Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana 
San Francisco 2, California—224 McAllister St... ...ccccccccccccccccccccccce Wash., Ore., Calif., Nevada, Alaska, Hawaii 


Cooperating State Bible Societies 
Maine—19 Pine St., Portland 4 
New Hampshire—24 Warren St., Concord 
Vermont—189 South Winooski Ave., Burlington 
Massachusetis—41 Bromfield St., Boston 8 


Connecticut—278 Farmington Ave., Hartford 5 
Rhode Island—144 Westminster St., Providence 3 
Maryland—9 E. Franklin St., Baltimore 2 
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ANY CHURCH CAN DO THIS 


appear suggestions and news items designated to help churches in their programs to emphasize the 
growing responsibility that devolves upon American Christians to get the Bible effectively distributed 
throughout the world. The editors solicit reports from the churches for this page. 


On this page, from 


time to time, will 


I Was Going to Buy a Popsicle, But— 


How a group of 800 Boys and Girls who started out to give a Nickel Apiece gave More than $1,000 
and are Still Giving—for Bibles for Germany and Japan 


BY DOROTHY G. SWAIN 


‘ HO ever would have thought we could get so 
much money for Bibles!’ — David’s eyes gleamed 
with excitement as he spoke. 

*“‘And if we had not started the project,’ Charles 
added, ‘‘think of the Bibles Japan and Germany 
would never have received.” 

David and Charles were members of the eighth- 
grade week-day church school class of Amherst, 
Massachusetts. For the past school year their class 
had been active in giving money for Bibles. Because 
of the impetus given by this group, other classes had 
adopted the project, and in June, when the boys 
spoke the above words, the fund stood at two hundred 
and sixty-six dollars. Now, two years later, David 
and Charles have greater cause for joy; for the boys 
and girls of the Pioneer Valley have given over one 
thousand#dollars to provide Bibles for Japan and 
Germany. 

It all started in September 1948 from an article 
written by Dr. Francis Carr Stifler, published in the 
‘May 1948 issue of Missions Magazine. From. this 


article, ““As Hungry for a Book as for a Loaf of 


Bread,” facts of the Bible famine were presented to 
David’s and Charles’ class. Grasping a vision of the 
world need, with one accord the group said, ““Why 
can’t we help?” 

They decided to have a money box in their class- 
room; donations were to be given from the sacrifice 
of luxuries or by special earnings, not begged from 
parents nor taken from the usual church contribu- 
tion. Envisaging what other classes might add to 
the fund, they said to the teacher, ‘““Tell other classes 
about the Bible famine, and our Bible box. Maybe 
they, too, would like to help.” 

- From then on the project was like the proverbial 
snowball. Other classes did want to help; money 
boxes appeared in all the thirty-odd week-day re- 
ligious education classrooms of the Pioneer Valley. 
Enthusiasm reigned. Some sixty pupils made posters 
to be displayed in classrooms. Pointing out the world 
need, they called upon their fellow pupils to make 
sacrificial gifts to relieve it. As one high-school 
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senior who was studying the life of the Apostle 
Paul declared, ‘“This is our Macedonian call.” 

Into the money boxes pennies, nickels and dimes 
were poured. Occasionally a dollar bill earned by 
shoveling snow or cleaning the yard was slipped in. 
Coins were diverted from ice cream, candy, gum 
and popsicles to the Bible-money boxes. Comic books, 
water pistols, hunting knives and even movies were 
deemed unnecessary by youthful spenders who con- 
templated the Bible shortage. Teachers became ac- 
customed to the remarks, “I was going to buy a pop- 
sicle, but then I thought of the Bible fund’’; or ‘I 
had saved this money to buy a water pistol, but I 
don’t need it half as much as someone needs a Bible 
in Japan.” That children give generously and sac- 
rificially when they recognize a need, the teachers 
of the Pioneer Valley can testify. 

Thus the Bible fund grew. From an original sug- 
gestion that eight hundred pupils might each con- 
tribute a nickel to achieve forty dollars, new goals 
have emerged. Each of these has been reached—and 
passed. Incoming classes have appropriated the 
project of their predecessors. And now, even the 
one-thousand-dollar goal has been reached and 
passed. 

Should the giving continue? Opinions have been 
aired and votes taken. ‘The unanimous decision is, 
“‘Let’s keep on.” And one girl expressed it this way, 
“What if we have reached our goal of a thousand 
dollars? The need in Japan is as great as ever.” 

Perhaps the future of our world is not so precarious 
after all—not when boys and girls like these take 
the situation in hand and do something constructive 
about it. 


Any Sunday or Week-Day School Groups who would like to 
undertake a project similar to that of the Pioneer Valley School 
may write for copies of the article, “As Hungry for a Book as 
for a Loaf of Bread,” which is now available in leaflet form. 


Other countries besides Germany and Japan may be selected if 
preferred. The American Bible Society is facing tremendous 
demands also in Korea and in Brazil. 
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EIGHTH ANNUAL WORLDWIDE BIBLE READING 


Thanksgiving to Christmas 1951 


Universal Bible Sunday, December g, 195) 


NATIONAL SPONSORING COMMITTEE 


PRESIDENT Harry S. TrRuMAN, Honorary Chairman 


JUDGE FLORENCE E. ALLEN 
FAITH BALDWIN 

EUGENE E. BARNETT 

MARY McLEOD BETHUNE 
RONALD BRIDGES 

KARL T. COMPTON 

GLENN CUNNINGHAM 

JOHN FOSTER DULLES 

GEN. DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
DALE EVANS 

HARVEY S. FIRESTONE, JR. 
DOUGLAS SOUTHALL FREEMAN 
WILLIAM GREEN 

LEM T. JONES 

WALTER H. JUDD 

HELEN KELLER 

ADM. ERNEST J. KING 

JAMES L. KRAFT 

ALF M. LANDON 

R. G. LETOURNEAU 

KIRTLEY F. MATHER 


DOROTHY MAYNOR 
ROBERT A. MILLIKAN 
JOHN R. MOTT 

ADM. C. W. NIMITZ 

J. C. PENNEY 

J. HOWARD PEW 

CAPT. EDW. V. RICKENBACKER 
ROY ROGERS 

RUTH BRYAN ROHDE 
FRANCIS B. SAYRE 

IGOR I. SIKORSKY 

C. C. SPAULDING 

ROBERT GORDON SPROUL 
AMOS ALONZO STAGG 
HAROLD E. STASSEN 
VILHJALMUR STEFANSSON 
CHARLES P. TAFT 
LOWELL THOMAS 
CHANNING H. TOBIAS 
FRANK M. TOTTON 

MRS. JAMES D. WYKER 
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Why I Like to Read My Bible 


Some Excellent Reasons for Reading the Bible—from the pastor of the Third Presbyterian Church in Topeka, Kansas 


by Rev. J. E. BARTHOLOMEW 


LIKE to read my Bible for the spzritual reaction it 
I has upon me. It is the only book published that 
satisfies the intense longings of the human soul; that 
attempts to bring God and man together. 

I like to read it for its educational value. No men 
or women can call themselves educated nowadays 
and not have a general knowledge of the Bible. It 
enlarges the background to life. It broadens a man 
more than any other book ever published, and gives 
to him a power and a self-control that he cannot 
gain from any other source. 

I like to read my Bible because it is the baszs of my 
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religion. It is through this book that most men find 
God and attain their spiritual power. Confessedly, 
a man may find God without a knowledge of the 
Bible, and come in contact with Him through per- 
sonal experience; but usually, where this is brought 
about it comes through someone else who has a 
knowledge of the Bible, and who through this same 
source has found God. 

If I want to enrich my soul and know of Jesus, Pil 
turn to my Bible and ‘read concerning Him. In those 
precious years of His teaching and healing, I see 
God revealed. 


WORLDWIDE Saturday, Dec. 1..........Matthew 25 dL Drecteg atte tT Ot eee ee Ephesians 4 
BIBLE READING PASSAGES SUNdAV. WSO Weenie John 1:1-17 cite Sie gins Ce ee a II Timothy 2 
FOR 1951 Bu 6 RRR a a GS Uae John 3 (ee owe as ao Revelation 22 

A. iscellon ji CLO AEE ASRS Sa Re Matthew 5:1—26 Sunday, Dec. 16........... Romans 12 
Thanksgiving, Nov. 22......Psalms 116 5 ie cane eA ce aa Matthew 5:27—48 Vg Ried oe een I Corinthians 12 
LI RPE Fibhs hit AMEN, fhe Psalms 139 Gist Re os tl et ee re eee Matthew 6 Lhe 4 Oe ve eee I Corinthians 15:1—3¢ 
ORES oe SAStSe NS BU Cop AE ena hee Psalms 23 LAL. dha Nini htc ae Ao Rn, aa Matthew 7 ADT Fash NE I Corinthians 15:35-5§ 
Spnevelehia INO ooh eno aks Psalms 34 Siariveg singh yh RTE Re eee Luke 8:1-21 A ER or acs ses Galatians ¢ 
GY Tern derseuat rch) SRM SE Week Psalms 46 UNIVERSAL BIBLE lick: wSpiig he Se ee ee Philippians 4:1-1: 
Ds phos pero ena re Deuteronomy 5:1—24 SUNDAY, Dec. 9... . Psalms 119:1-16 er ae James 1 
A 6 0. Bin eas SE OR SER fee ee Joshua 1 TO io seus, percly go hey Mire mer ee John 14 Sitidays Dec, 25 2a aeeeeee Luke 2:1-2( 
QO lS hee Tak snk ee rr eS Tsaiah 55 ae oF Secs alsace ee ee eee ee John 15 AR koe ie eds Matthew 1:18-2: 
BO) aad SRM it rests 8) she Searts Micah 6:1—15 12 oi jayivascet STE Oe eR Ree Luke 15:11-32 Christmas, Dec. 25... .Matthew 2:1-15 
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MEMBERS’ FORUM 


[Annual Membership in the Society is secured through 
a gift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 
The Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 
Directorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 
will be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
spondence from members and devote this page in each 
issue to that purpose. | 
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From Minneapolis, Minnesota: 


_ As I read of the great masses of Japanese who are 
yet bound by Shintoism and other heathen religions 
and also the growing threat of communism, I realize 
the tremendous need of getting the Word of God— 
the Bible—to these benighted people. 

To aid financially in this Bible and New Testament 
program I am again enclosing $25, which I am desig- 
nating for New Testament distribution in Japan.” 
(The donor has sent a total of $125 for work in 
Japan since Nov. 1950.—Ed.) 


From New Jersey: 


It is a great joy to have a part in sending the 
Scriptures to those who know not God, in whatever 
country they may be. It is great to know of the de- 
sire the men in the service of our country have for 
God’s Word and to know that they read it. 

I wish I had more to give. I enclose $25. 


From Palo Alto, California: 


One of the Society’s good friends who passed away 
in March 1951 left the Society $100 in her will and 
concludes her will with these words: “This is a sacred 
trust passed on from a Christian father and others 
who have helped me. I hope that each one who shares 
in this estate owns a Bible and reads it. I know that 
the Christian life is the most satisfying life and the 
only one worth while on this earth.” 


From Harrisburg, Pennsylvania: 


A few days ago I received a nice gift from a friend 
of the Gospel. The Lord has laid it on my heart to 
share it with the American Bible Society in their 
great work of spreading the Gospel. How we do 
thank God for this wonderful Society, by which 
many are reached and saved. I enclose money order 
for $50 for use where most needed. 


rom Anaheim, California: 


Am so glad God put it in my heart several years 
ago to interest others in the American Bible Society; 
since I have been able to interest five others. I loan 
them my copy of the Bible Society Record and it 
works, thank God! May God’s choicest blessing rest 
upon you. We would rather help print Bibles than 
manufacture guns. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


From St. Louis, Missouri: 


Am sending $50. Hope to send another check later. 
Never before have Christians faced the challenge we 
are confronted with today. May God strengthen us 
all to serve him fully. 


From Lombard, Illinois: 


I think you should know that the enclosed two- 
dollar check represents all the money a little ten- 
year-old boy had outside of a savings account in the 
bank. He was so disturbed about the Korean situa- 
tion that he himself decided to send his money to 
bring the Bible to the people in Korea. 


From Union City, New Jersey: 


At the present time I am a member of the United 
States Air Force and am stationed at McGuire Air 
Force Base, ‘Trenton, New Jersey. Among the free 
literature at the Base Chapel there are Bibles and 
New Testaments. Recently I took one of the Bibles, 
and I intend to keep it with me and use it while in 
the military service. 

In appreciation of your free distribution of these 
Bibles, and as a small aid in furthering your good 
work, please accept the enclosed check for $5. 


From Sharon, Pennsylvania: 


Enclosed find my gift. It has been a great pleasure 
to participate in the program of the Bible Society 
through the years, and I wish I could do more to 
spread the Word of God over the world. I have 
probably read the Bible through from cover to cover 
at least seventy-five times and enjoy it very much. 
Hundreds of passages have stuck in my memory 
until I can quote many and call upon them at any 
time. Best wishes to you in propagating your work 
and satisfying a hungry world for the Living Word. 


From Palm, Pennsylvania: 


I am enclosing a check for $25 and would like you 
to use it toward ‘‘Gospels for Prisoners of War in 
Korea,”’ which I read about in the March Record. 
I have a nephew in the service in Korea. He is a 
construction engineer and he writes about how bad 
conditions are over there, so I want to have a little 
part in giving some of them the most important 
thing of all—the ‘Word of Life.” 


From Ashland Oregon: 


I am enclosing a contribution for your work in 
loving memory of my wife, who recently passed to her 
reward. She and I have for a long time been interest- 
ed in your work and from time to time have made 
small contributions to it. The preaching of the 
Word is a great work, but the circulation of the 
Word in printed form can reach areas not touched by 
personal spoken messages. ~ 
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Bible Society Record 


A Journal Dedicated to the Wider Distri- 
bution and Use of the Holy Scriptures 


Editors: THE SECRETARIES 
Address correspondence to the 
Managing Editor 
FRANCIS CARR STIFLER 
450 Park Avenue 
New York 22, N. Y. 
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


SEPTEMBER 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 Matthew 20:1-16 17 Daniel 6:1-17 
2 Sunday, Psalms 33 18 Daniel 6:18-28 
3. Proverbs 13:1—-15 19 Daniel 1-19 
4 1 Samuel 1:9-28 20 Galatians 2:11-21 
5 1Samuel 2:18-26 21 Galatians 3:21-29 
6 1 Samuel 3 22 Galatians 4:1-18 
7 1Samuel 16:1-13 23 Sunday, 
8 1 Samuel 17:38-51 Galatians 5 
9 Sunday, Daniel 1 24 1Samuel 18:1-12 
10 Daniel 2:19—30: 25 1Samuel 19:1-18 
11 Daniel 331=18 26 1Samuel 20:1-23 
12 Daniel 3:19-30 27 1Samuel 20:24-42 
13. Deniel 4:1-18 28 Esther 4 
14 Daniel 4:19-37 29 Romans 13 
15 Daniel Set 12 30 Sunday, 
16 Sunday, Romans 14 
Daniel §:13-31 
* x 
Television 


For those within the reach of the 
Dumont Television Network, Channel 5, 
Station WABD, New York City, the 
work of the American Bible Society will 
be portrayed each Monday morning 
during September at 10:45, Eastern 
Daylight Time. 


* * 
For Your Library 


The American Bible Society is now 
135 years old. It was founded in the early 
days of the Republic and has outlived 
many of its sister organizations. The 
story of its first one hundred years, when 
people were moving steadily westward 
toward the Pacific and when the great 
missionary movement of the early nine- 
teenth century was sending men and 
women from the peaceful Atlantic sea- 
board towns and villages to Hawaii, 
Africa and Latin America, is told by 
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Henry Otis Dwight in “The Centennial 
History of the American Bible Society.” 

The history was first published in 
1916. Some copies of the two-volume il- 
lustrated edition are still available at $1, 
postpaid, for the set. The books are at- 
tractively bound in cloth. 

Orders should be addressed to Francis 
C. Stifler, American Bible Society, 450 
Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 


* x 


Bible Mastery Month 


The Bible Society Record is happy each 
year to announce Bible Mastery Month, 
which now for twenty-two years has 
been promoted by the Presbytery of 
Seattle, Washington. Its program calls 
for reading a whole Book of the Bible 
daily for the month of October. 

The Book chosen this year is Paul’s 
letter to the Philippians, whose theme is 
“Fellowship in the Furtherance of the 
Gospel.” It takes thirteen minutes to 
read this Epistle aloud—much less to 
read it to oneself. Certainly this is a very 
small segment of one’s waking hours to 
give to the contemplation of God’s Word 
each day. 

Why not try it? 

It is a revealing experience to read a 
Eible Book through at a sitting. This 
year’s selection is studded with well- 
known and priceless verses and passages. 
It helps to read them over and over in 
their Scriptural setting. 

Last year response from participants 
in the program came from 44 states, four 
Canadian provinces, six foreign lands 
and 24 denominations. 

Remember, Bible Mastery Month is 
October! 

Send now for further information, a 
four-page leaflet, committal card and 
book mark. Address your request with 
an addressed stamped return envelope to 
Rev. C. J. Boppell, chairman, 2666 37th 
Ave., S. W., Seattle, 6, Wash. 


* * 


July Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers 
of the American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and thirty-sixth year was held 
at the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, on Thursday, July 5, 1951, 
at 3:30 p.m., Mr, Everett Smith in the 
Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Secretary Frederick W. Cropp. 

A report on distribution in the United 
States for the first quarter of 1951 showed 
a total of 2,918,802 volumes as compared 
with a distribution of 1,294,418 volumes 
or the same period of 1950, 


A statement on distribution to th 
Blind for the first quarter of 1951 showe 
a total of 7,336 volumes and Talkin 
Book records as compared with 6,18 
copies for the same period of 1950. 

A report on the meeting of the Stand 
ing Committee of the United Bibld 
Societies in Sarpsborg, Norway, w. 
made. 

A detailed report from Japan showe 
that nearly one and a half million volume} 
of Scripture were distributed in tha 
country during the past six months. 

A first-edition copy of the Gospel ol 
Luke in Portuguese Braille for the Blind 
of Brazil, which was just off the press! 
was presented to the Board. 

Letters of appreciation were received 
from Lowell Thomas and the Misses 
L. Lauretta Thorndike and Bertha 
Thorndike on their election as Honorary 
Life Members of the Society. 


* x 


Biography at Its Best 


Under the title “A Citizen of the 
Americas” the Friendship Press of New 
York City has just issued a 24-page 
booklet presenting the stirring missionary 
career of Dr. Hugh C. Tucker, who was 
for forty-seven years the Secretary fox 
the American Bible Society in Brazil. 
Dr. Tucker is still active in his retirement 
at the age of ninety-four. His home is in 
Media, Pennsylvania. He recently wrote. 
“My speaking engagements, just ac- 
cepted, were for two Sunday morning 
services in July and August and twc 
evening services in August and Septem- 
ber. On two of these occasions, and or 
a fifth accepted this morning, the Bible 
work will be given special attention.” 
The booklet can be secured from the 
American Bible Society at 20 cents. 


* * 


The October issue of the Bible Societ 
Record will contain a story about the 
Society’s service to the sufferers in the 
Kansas City flood. 


Form of a Bequest tothe Society 


I give and bequeath to the Amer- 
ican Bible Society formed in New 
York in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and sixteen, and incorpor- 
ated in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-one, the sum of 


—_e————$—$———— _____ 


If real estate is given, for the last 
three words above, “the sum of,” 
substitute the words “‘the following 
property, to wit.” 
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They Waited Five Years 
Continued from page 101 


A continuing committee is diligently at work on 
completing the revision of the Old Testament. 

Here, then, is another area where the work of the 
Gospel can again, after the disaster of war has done 
its worst, move forward with promise because the 
people have in their hands God’s Word in their own 
tongue. Here is the basis of constructive evangelism 
the world around. Where the Scriptures are not 
available we must expect to see mission work lan- 
guish; where the supply is inadequate we cannot 
expect the best results. Where every man who wants 
a Bible can get one the prospects for the harvest are 
always best. 


At its 135th Annual Meeting, held last May, the 
American Bible Society made General James A. 
Van Fleet an Honorary Life Member “‘in recognition 
of his generous interest and help in the Society’s sup- 
ply of 200,000 Testaments to the armed forces of 
Ksréece.”’ 

Transferred meanwhile to the command of the 
Eighth Army in Korea, General Van Fleet’s letter of 
acknowledgment is reproduced here. The unusual 
interest and joy to which the general refers in his 
second paragraph are attested by the fact that he 
sent the Society a moving picture in color of the re- 
ceipt, dispersal and final personal distribution of the 
Testaments to the men of the Greek Army by their 
chaplains. 


at 
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 keetiown Bible Sooloty, Auly signed by your 
- end Genet Secretary. 1 am Seeply gratetal to 
: y for hie grant boner. snd «11 y 
to Ur. Dovid Burke, Ur. Cilber’ Darlington, and 
my soreptance and ainsers thank g Le 
‘Mee aaeistancs to Boolaty in Greece was anil, however 
I have never partiolpated in a project in which J had « greater 
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the diatribucion of your 200,000 Testenante to tie keoed Fo 
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Evangelizing Without Bibles 


HIS picture speaks volumes!—lack of volumes!! It 
seas students of the Southern Presbyterian Mission 
Bible Training School at Mutoto, Congo, Africa, filing 
out of the building at the close of their session to begin 
their summer pastoral work in the villages. They are 
turning in their Bibles to the missionary to be saved for the 
students coming in the fall. There were not enough Bibles 
to furnish both the students for the summer session of the 
school and the preachers on their summer itinerating. 


This is typical of much of Africa. The Bible, or at least 
the New Testament, has been translated for many of the 
tribes, but the supply is always short, especially in places 
like the Bible Training School in Mutoto, where the stu- 
dents go out continually to make new converts. 

The Bibles in this case are in the Chiluba language, 
spoken by about 3,000,000 people. This Bible was first 
published by the American Bible Society in 1927. Twelve 
thousand copies have been shipped to the field since 1948. 


American Bible Society Directory 
(Presented in more complete form on this page in every other issue) 


President, Daniel Burke; Secretaries: E. M. North, F. W. Cropp, F. H. Mann, R. T. 
Taylor; Treasurer, Gilbert Darlington; Secretary for Public Relations, F. C. Stifler; Sec- 
rstary for Promotion of Bible Use, James V. Claypool, 35 E. Wacker Drive, Chicago 1; 
Secretary for Translations, E. A. Nida; Secretary for Visual Materials, H. H. Ragatz; 
Secretary, Work for the Blind, Miss S, R. Barrett; Assistant Secretary, Foreign Department, 
P. A. Collyer. 

Heavguarters: Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y.; telephone, 
Plaza 9—4300. 

Disrricr Orrices: in the United States: 116 South Salina St., Syracuse 2, New 
York; 701 Walnut St., Philadelphia 6, Pa.; 9 East Franklin St., Baltimore 2, Md.; 
Central Nat’! Bank Bldg., Richmond 19, Va.; 85 Walton St., Atlanta 3, Ga.; 123 
E. 6th St., Cincinnati 2, Ohio; 47 South 9th St., Minneapolis 2, Minn.; 2233 Bryan St, 
Dallas 4, Texas; 1445 Glenarm, Denver 2, Colo.; 224 McAllister St., San Francisco 2, 
Cal.; 325 Ramona St., Pasadena, 1, Cal. 

Division Orrices oF THE HAVEN MEmortAL AGENCY FOR CoLoRED PEOPLE: 56 
Gammon Ave., S.E., Atlanta, Ga.; St. Luke Bldg., 902 St. James St., Richmond 20, 
Va.; 5424 Woodland Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio; 2516 Thomas Ave., Dallas 4, Texas. 

Firetp Orrices: 4956 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 39, Pa., 1504 Arrott Bldg., Pitts- 
burgh 22, Pa.; 609 Baptist Bldg., 310 North Ervay St., Dallas 1, Texas; 1435 G Street, 
N.W., Washington 5, D.C. ; 

Depositories located at same addresses in New York, Atlanta, 35 E. Wacker Drive, 
Chicago 1, Dallas and San Francisco. 

Forricn Acencres located in: Havana; Mexico City; Cristébal, Canal Zone; 
Lima, Peru; Santiago, Chile; Buenos Aires, Argentina; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Istan- 
bul, Turkey; Cairo, Egypt; Manila, P.I.; Bangkok, Siam; Shanghai, China; Tokyo, 

an. 
ine oe Bible Societies in New England located in: Portland, Me.; Concord, 
N.H.; Burlington, Vt.; Boston, Mass.; Providence, R.I.; Hartford, Conn, 


GET THIS 
ANNUITY... 


lt may mean 


Longer Life for You— 


lt will mean 


Better Life for Others! 


THE Peace of Mind which comes 
from a regular income that never shrinks 
may add years to your life. Figures prove 
owners of Annuities live longer. 


As a holder of an American Bible Soci- 
ety Annuity Agreement, you receive a 
generous check ‘regularly, regardless of 
world conditions. 


Such checks have been issued without 
fail for more than 100 years. 


a 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 
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MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY WITHOUT FAIL! 


Please send me without obligation, postage prepaid, the illustrated book. 


You enjoy SECURITY—SAFETY— 
SAVINGS in income tax—and, in addi- 
tion, the permanent SATISFACTION 
of making the Bible more widely available 
throughout the World. 
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Send for A Gift That Lives, an inter- 
esting booklet that explains the plan and 
how you can both give and receive gener- 
ously at the same time. 
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INCOME 
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